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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicant makes the below-listed documents of 
record in the above-identified application. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, this statement is 
not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not a representation 
that the information cited is effective as prior art to the application or is material to patentability. 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Express Mail Service (Label no. EL 709 078 939 US) on 
the date shown below with sufficient postage in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date of Deposit: January ^ f7 



2002 



Signature: 

Karen M. Cruz; 
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United States Patent Documents 

1 . United States Patent No. 3,959,640 (Syria), issued May 25, 1976. 

2. United States Patent No. 4,319,131 (McGeary et al.), issued March 9, 1982. 

3. United States Patent No. 4,910,677 (Remedio et al.), issued March 20, 1990. 

4. United States Patent No. 5,027,102 (Sweeny), issued June 25, 1991. 

5. United States Patent No. 5,283,733 (Colley), issued February 1, 1994. 

Foreign Patent Documents 

1. World Intellectual Property Organization International Patent Document No. 
WO90/03204, published April 5, 1990. 

2. Japan Patent Document No. 03-051067, published March 5, 1991, for which an 
English-language Abstract is submitted herewith. 

3. France Patent Document No. 2,673,1 16, published August 28, 1992, for which an 
English-language Abstract is submitted herewith. 

4. France Patent Document No. 2,679,676, published January 29, 1993, for which an 
English-language Abstract is submitted herewith. 

5. World Intellectual Property Organization International Patent Document No. 
WO94/05380, published March 17, 1994. 

6. European Patent Office Patent Document No. 0,674,924, published October 4, 
1995. 

* * * 

Copies of the above-listed documents, which are listed on the accompanying Form PTO- 
1449 (submitted in duplicate), are enclosed. 
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It is respectfully requested that these documents be (1) fully considered by the Patent and 
Trademark Office in examination of this application; and (2) printed on any patent which may 
issue on this application. It is also respectfully requested that a copy of Form PTO-1449, as 
considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned to the undersigned with the next 
communication, in accordance with MPEP § 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing of a first Office 
Action on the merits of the application. It is believed that no additional fee is required in 
connection with this submission. In the event that an additional fee is required, please charge our 
Deposit Account No. 02-0410, in the name of Baker & McKenzie. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Mitchell P. Brobk 
Reg. No. 32,967 
Attorney for Applicant 
c/o BAKER & McKENZIE 



101 West Broadway, 12th Floor 
San Diego, California 92101 
Telephone (619) 236-1441 
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